Speciesism is a supremacist worldview by human beings toward
other species. It is the belief that other species are inferior and is used

I to defend their mistreatment and exploitation. This toxic mindset is
I ingrained in our society, and it results in misery for billions of animals.
[

Rabbits, rats, mice, and monkeys are forced to live in barren cages Cows, pigs, chickens,
in laboratories, in constant fear of the next terrifying and painful and other animals are
procedure that will be performed on them. separated from their
families, branded,
mutilated, kept
in filthy crowded
sheds, and trucked
to slaughterhouses,
where workers cut
their throats.
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barren enclosures—just to entertain us.
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WE ARE ALL ANIMALS.

Rats giggle when they’re tickled. Baby elephants suck their trunks
for comfort like human toddlers suck their thumbs. Mother hens

gather their chicks under their wings to protect them from the rain.

We don’t look like rats, elephants, chickens, fish, or ants because
we’re a different species. But we’re all animals, and we’re all the
same in the ways that really matter: We’re all able to experience
love, sadness, pain, and joy. We all have our own interests, desires,
needs, and complex lives. We all have a will to live. These traits are
found in all species. Treating someone differently based on their
species is speciesist. And it’s the same way of thinking that makes
people prejudiced against others based on their skin color, sexual
orientation, or gender. None of it is OK.
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Speciesism, like sexism, racism,
and many other “-isms,” is an
oppressive belief system in which
the powerful draw boundaries

to justify using or excluding their
fellow beings for personal gain.

All animals deserve to be treated with
respect and compassion.

Students Opposing Speciesism (SOS) is a PETA-backed youth revolt against
human supremacy. Young people all over the world are taking a stand and speaking
out against speciesism. Join SOS at PETA.org/SOS as we rise up and demand
empathy for everyone—regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, or species.

Instagram: @petaxsos
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